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EDITORIAL 


IT  WAS    FOR    FREEDOM 


JUST  now  we  hear  must  about  the  main- 
tenance of  our  freedom.  The  land  of 
America  was  settled  by  a  people  who  went 
there  seeking  a  home  where  they  comd  be 
free — free  to  think,  to  speak,  to  act,  to 
assemble,  and  to  worship  God  as  they  chose. 
The  government  which  they  established  and 
which  is  now  a  blessed  heritage,  was  laid 
on  the  rock  foundation  of  democracy  and 
freedom.  For  the  liberty  they  declared 
theirs  by  right,  they  placed  on  the  altar  of 
sacrifice  all  they  had,  not  reserving  life  it- 
self. Patrick  Henry's  "  Give  me  liberty 
or  give  me  death  "  well  expressed  the  feel- 
ings of  our  fathers  generally. 

From  this  liberty  loving  stock  came  the 
Mormon  Pioneers.  When  they  were  denied 
the  freedom  that  should  have  been  theirs  in 
the  beautiful  city  they  had  built  on  the 
Mississippi  River,  they  determined  to  make 
another  migration,  even  exceeding  that  of 
their  Pilgrim  Fathers,  to  a  far-off  desert 
land  where  they  could  be  free.  They  could 
have  renounced  their  religion  and  retained 
their  families  and  homes  and  the  comforts 
of  life  which  make  such  beconing  appeal  to 
both  weak  and  strong.  Not  so  for  them. 
Their  all  went  again  on  the  altar.  Pack- 
ing what  they  could  in  ox-drawn  wagons, 
or  in  improvised  carts  for  which  they  them- 
selves were  the  oxen,  they  set  out  over 
prairie  and  desert  to  the  tops  of  the  moun- 
tains where  they  could  exercise  freedom  of 
conscience. 

Much  indeed  that  they  placed  on  the  altar 
was  consumed  by  the  sacrificial  fire.  Be- 
reavement, privation,  sorrow,  suffering, 
sickness  and  death  stalked  them  over  the 
entire  1,300  miles  to  their  journey's  end. 
About  6,000  of  them  made  the  supreme 
sacrifice  and  were  buried  by  the  way. 

Having  secured  for  themselves  and  their 
children  freedom  of  conscience,  these  sturdy 
pioneers  sought  other  freedoms.  They 
wanted  the  freedom  that  Jesus  spoke  of 
when  He  said:  "  Ye  shall  know  the  truth, 
and  the  truth  shall  make  you  free.1'  At 
once  on  the  arrival  in  the  Salt  Lake  Valley, 
schools   were   provided   and   the   process   of 


education,  training  and  truth-find. ng  was 
put    in   action.  As   Mormon   colonization 

spread  over  the  desert  west,  schools  were 
provided  along  with  places  of  worship. 
Facilities  and  equipment  were  meager  and 
efficiency  may  not  have  been  high  ;  but  the 
objective  was  then  as  it  is  now — to  find  the 
truth  and  how  to  use  it.  These  humble 
efforts  and  primitive  plans  of  the  Pioneers 
have  developed  into  an  educational  system 
and  a  truth -seeking  people  that  evoke  the 
admiration  of  the  knowing  world. 

The  Mormon  Pioneers  had  a  penchant  for 
work.  They  craved  freedom  from  the 
poverty  that  attends  sloth  and  the  sluggard. 
It  was  their  industry  intelligently  applied 
and  sustained  by  divine  Providence  that 
turned  the  desert  into  a  fruitful  field.  Free- 
dom from  want  was  purchased  at  the  price 
of  hard  and  continued  labour. 

Sin  is  the  worst  of  all  tyrants,  enslaving 
the  souls  of  men.  "  Whosoever  com- 
mitteth  sin  is  the  servant  of  sin  "  said  the 
Saviour.  The  truth  of  this  statement  is 

apparent  to  all  who  think  and  analyze.  The 
Mormon  Pioneers  had  as  God-given  guides 
in  life  the  Word  of  Wisdom  and  the  single 
standard  of  virtue  and  morality.  These 
rules  of  conduct  put  a  ban  on  the  most  en- 
slaving habits  of  life,  and  Latter-day  Saints 
have  found  freedom  in  their  obedience  to 
them.  "  If  the  Son  therefore  shall  make 
you  free,  ye  are  free  indeed." 

In  the  summer  of  1857,  only  ten  years 
after  the  Pioneers  had  achieved  freedom  by 
isolation  they  were  again  threatened  with 
the  loss  of  it.  Rather  than  relinquish  this 
great  boon  of  life,  they  prepared  their 
homes  for  the  burning,  set  their  torches  and 
moved  to  other  quarters.  This  time  the 
ram  was  in  the  thicket  and  their  offering 
was  accepted  without   the  full  sacrifice. 

Now  evil  forces  in  other  lands  have 
challenged  and  are  threatening  the  liberty  - 
of  the  world.  America  with  her  liberty- 
loving  sister  nations  has  answered  the 
challenge,  and  the  exponents  of  tyranny  and 
compulsion  shall  be  made  to  realize  that  the 
(Continued  on  page  112.) 
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IF  YE  ARE   PREPARED 
YE   SHALL  NOT  FEAR 

By    ELDER   JOHN    A.  WIDTSOE 
Of  the  Council    of  The  Twelve 

Address  delivered  at  the  I  12th  Annual  Conference,  April  4,  1942 


THE  present  unhappy  conditions  of  the 
world  are  daily  before  us  and  cur 
people.  We  cannot  forget  them.  The 
incomprehensible  folly  of  humanity  be- 
wilders us.  All  Israel  are  anxious  and 
troubled.  Some  face  the  day  in  fear. 
Many  are  filled  with  premonitions  and  fore- 
bodings. To  cure  this  condition  ;  to  steady 
the  pulse  of  our  people;  to  teach  the  ultimate 
conquest  of  right  over  wrong,  may  be  our 
immediate  problem.  Of  all  people  in  the 
world  we  should  and  can  see  most  clearly  in 
this  dark  man-made  chaos.  We  have  the 
light.  We  must  see  the  happy  destined 
end  from  a  dark  and  corrupt  beginning.  The 
Lord  has  spoken,  and  foretold  the  calamities 
of  the  last  days;  but  He  has  also  declared 
that  He  is  the  Master  and  that  He  and  His 
righteous  people  will  triumph  over  all  evil. 
The  Lord  is  never  defeated. 

Questions,  conjectures,  and  speculations 
are  rife  among  the  people.  Some  ask,  "Is 
this  Armageddon?  "  Others,  "  Will  the 
Saviour  come  when  this  war  is  over?"  Yet 
others  are  busily  engaged   in  proving  that 


present  events,  countries,  men  and  even 
dates,  may  be  read  into  the  prophecies  of 
thousands  of  years  ago.  To  all  such  ques- 
tions there  is  but  one  answer :  We  only 
know  that  this  is  the  dispensation  of  the  ful- 
ness of  times,  the  Saturday  evening  of  the 
earth's  temporal  existence.  These  are  the 
"  last  days,"  days  of  such  commotion,  to 
be  followed  by  the  millennium  and  the 
presence  on  earth  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
who  will  "  put  all  enemies  under  his  feet.' 
We  know  that  the  coming  of  the  Lord  is 
nigh,  but  He  has  warned  us  that  "  the  hour 
and  the  day  no  man  knoweth,  neither  the 
angels  in  heaven,  nor  shall  they  know  until 
he  comes."  (D.  and  C.  49:7.)  All  that 
has  been  set  forth  in  great  clearness  in 
the  revelations  to  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith 
and  his  successors.  There  is  no  benefit  in 
prying  beyond  the  revealed  word  of  the 
Lord. 

A  passage  in  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants 
foretells  and  explains  the  sorrows  of  the 
"last  days,"  and  it  summarizes  the  message 
of  the  Lord  to  His  latter-day  people  con- 
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cerning  these  times  of  sadness. — D.  and  C. 
63:52-34. 

I,  the  Lord,  am  angry  with  the  wicked  ; 
I  am  holding  my  Spirit  from  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  earth.        I  was  sworn  in  my 
wrath,  and  decreed  wars  upon  the  face  of 
the  earth,  and  the  wicked  shall   slay  the 
wicked,   and   fear  shall  come   upon  every 
man ;    and    the    saints    also    shall    hardly 
escape;  nevertheless,  I,  the  Lord,  am  with 
them,  and  will  come  down  in  heaven  from 
the  presence  of  my   Father  and  consume 
the  wicked  with  unquenchable  fire. 
Fear,    which    "  shall    come    upon    every 
man,"  is  the  natural  consequence  of  a  sense 
of  weakness,  also  of  sin.       Fear  is  a  chief 
weapon   of   Satan   in   making  mankind   un- 
happy.       He  who  fears   loses   strength   for 
the  combat  of  life,  for  the  fight  against  evil. 
Therefore,   the  power  of  evil  ever  seeks  to 
engender  fear  in  human  hearts.  In  this 

day  of  sorrow,  fear  walks  with  humanity. 
It  directs,  measurably,  the  course  of  ever) 
battle.  It  remains  as  a  gnawing  poison  in 
the  hearts  of  victors  as  of  the  vanquished. 
As  leaders  in  Israel,  we  must  seek  to  dis- 
pel fear  from  among  our  people.  A  timid, 
fearing  people  cannot  do  their  work  well. 
The  Latter-day  Saints  have  a  divinely 
assigned  word-mission  so  great  that  they 
cannot  afford  to  dissipate  their  strength  in 
fear.  The   Lord   has   repeatedly   warned 

His  people  against  fear.  Many  a  blessing 
is  withheld  because  of  our  fears.  He  has 
expressly  declared  that  men  cannot  stop  His 
work  on  earth,  therefore,  they  who  are  en- 
gaged in  the  Lord's  latter-day  cause  and 
who  fear,  really  trust  man  more  than  God, 
and  thereby  are  robbed  of  their  power  to 
serve. 

The  key  to  the  conquest  of  fear  has  been 
given  through  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith. 
"  If  ye  are  prepared  ye  shall  not  fear."  (D. 
and  C.  38:30.)  That  divine  message  needs 
repeating  to-day  in  every  stake  and  ward. 
Are  we  prepared  in  surrender  to  God's 
commandments?  In     victory     over     our 

appetites?  In  obedience  to  righteous  law? 
If  we  can  honestly  answer  yes,  we  can  bid 
fear  depart.  And  the  degree  of  fear  in  our 
hearts  may  well  be  measured  by  our  pre- 
paration by  righteous  living,  such  as  should 
characterize   Latter-day   Saints.  To    the 

handful  of  believers  at  the  opening  of  this 


dispensation,  the  Lord  gave  this  glorious 
promise  : 

Fear  not,  little  flock  ;  do  good  ;  let  eartii 
and   hell  combine   against   you,    for   if  ye 
are  built  upon  my  rock,  they  cannot  pre- 
vail.—D.   and  C.   6:34. 
Speaking  to  the  Church  about  the  events 
of    the    last    days,    the    Lord    said,     "  The 
wicked    shall    flee    unto    Zion    for    safety." 
Since   Zion    is   wherever   the   pure   in   heart 
are,    I   like  to  read   into  that   inspired   say- 
ing, that  there  is  safety  wherever  the  people 
of  the  Lord  live  so  worthily  as  to  claim  the 
sacred   title  of  citizens  of  the   Zion   of  our 
Lord.       Otherwise  the  name  Zion  is  but  an 
empty   sound.  The  only   safety   that   we 

can  expect  in  this  or  any  other  calamitous 
time  lies  in  our  conformity  to  gospel 
requirements. 

Every  individual  may  carry  the  blessings 
of  Zion  with  him  wherever  he  goes.  Our 
boys  who  have  been  called  into  our  coun- 
try's service,  if  they  keep  themselves  clean 
and  undefiled,  carry  Zion  with  them.  It 
is  my  faith  that  they  will  be  protected  by 
divine  power.  Should  they  fall  in  action  or 
from  disease  it  will  be  with  the  consent  of 
our  Father  in  heaven.  Besides,  to  all 
Latter-day  Saints,  time  and  eternity  arc- 
closely  associated.  Our  sons  who  live 
righteously,  yet  who  may  lose  their  lives  in 
this  devil -engendered  war  (and  may  they 
be  few  in  number,  I  pray)  will  enter  into 
the  glory  prepared  for  the  righteous.  The 
Lord  has  so  declared.  "  Therefore,  who- 
soever belongeth  to  my  church  need  not 
fear,  for  such  shall  inherit  the  kingdom  of 
heaven."  (D.  and  C.  10:55.)  And  also, 
"  fear  not  even  unto  death;  for  in  this 
world  your  joy  is  not  full,  but  in  me  your 
joy  is  full."— D.  and  C.  101  :36. 

In  this  world  upheaval,  in  this  day  of 
wanton  destruction,  we,  as  a  people  must 
look   upward.  There  must  be  trust  and 

faith  in  our  hearts.  Hope  must  walk  by 
our   side.  We   must   treasure   the   warm 

words  of  the  Father  to  His  Church,  "  Be 
of  good  cheer,  and  do  not  fear,  for  I  the 
Lord  am  with  you,  and  will  stand  by  you." 
(D.  and  C.  68:6.)  We  who  have  been 
called  to  leadership  in  the  Church  of  Christ 
must  lead  our  people  from  anxiety  and  fear 
and  doubt,  to  trust  and  faith  in  the  Lord, 
(Continued  on  page  112.) 
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HONOUR  THY   FATHER  AND 
THY   MOTHER 

By  FRANCES   J.    E.    LOUW 

A  talk  delivered  at  "Cumorah,"  on  Mother's  Day 


I  HUMBLY  pray  that  every  word  I  say 
this  afternoon  may  be  to  the  glory  of 
our  Father  and  of  some  help  to  you:  For 
what  I  am  about  to  say  has  been  prepared 
with  the  prayer  that  it  may  be  of  some  use 
in  guiding-  my  dear  young  friends,  for,  this 
being  Mother's  Day,  this  little  talk  is  to  be 
directed  more  especially  to  you. 

I  have,  therefore,  chosen  for  my  subject 
the  Fifth  Commandment,  which  I  feel  sure 
most     of    you    have     already    memorised  : 

"  Honour  thy  father  and  thy  mother,  that 
thy  days  may  be  long  in  the  land  that  the 
Lord  thy  God  giveth  thee." 

If  you  read  or  think  over  the  Ten  Com- 
mandments, you  will  find  that  this  is  the 
only  commandment  that  holds  a  promise — 
"  That  thy  days  may  be  long  in  the  land 
that     the     Lord     thy     God     giveth     thee." 

My  dear  young  friends,  this  is  God's 
promise  to  you,  and  we  know  that  He  always 
makes  good  His  promises,  providing  we 
keep  our  part  of  the  contract.  For  in 
modern  scripture  we  read  :  "  For  1  the  Lord 
am  bound  if  you  do  what  I  say.  But  if  you 
do  not  what  I  say,  you  have  no  promise." 
Furthermore,  both  ancient  and  modern 
scriptures  are  replete  with  admonition  re- 
garding your  attitude  toward  your  parents, 
as  the  following  texts  will  show : — 

"  Hearken  to  thy  father  that  begat  thee 
and  despise  not  thy  mother  when  she  is 
old."    (Proverbs  23:2'2,) 

"  A  foolish  son  is  a  grief  to  his  father, 
and  bitterness  to  her  who  bore  him." 
(Proverbs  15:20.) 

"  My  son,  keep  thy  father's  command- 
ments, and  forsake  not  the  law  of  thy 
mother.  Bind     them     continually      upon 

thine  heart  and  tie  them  about  thy  neck. 
When  thou  goest  it  shall  lead  thee,  when 
thou  sleepest  it  shall  keep  thee,  and  when 
thou  wakest  it  shall  talk  with  thee,  for  the 
commandment  is  a  lamp,  and  the  law  is  a 
light/'    (Proverbs  6  :20-23.) 


Also  in  his  letter  to  the  Ephesians  Paul 
said:  "  Children  obey  your  parents,  for  this 
is     right.  Honour     thy     father     and     thy 

mother,  which  is  the  first  commandment 
with  promise,  that  it  may  be  well  with  thee, 
and  that  thou  mayest  live  long  on  the 
earth."    (Eph.  6:1-3,) 

And  now,  dear  children,  I  wonder  how 
many  of  you  have  thought  of  doing  some 
special  deed  of  kindness  to-day,  to  show 
your  mother  that  you  do  love  and  appreciate 
her,  and  if  you  have  not  remembered,  it  is 
not  yet  too  late  to  bring  her  a  tribute  ere 
the  day   is  done.  If  you  could  see  each 

kind  act  as  it  is  registered  in  your  mother's 
heart  you  would  surely  hasten  to  perform  it. 

Let  us  also  remember  the  example  set  by 
the  Master,  who  came  to  earth  especially 
that  He  might  teach  us  how  to  live.  Did 
not  He  ALWAYS  honour  and  respect  His 
parents  and  even  when  He  was  about  to 
enter  the  dark  valley  of  the  shadow  of 
death,  His  own  suffering  was  not  uppermost 
in  His  mind?  No,  He  thought  of  His 
sorrowing  mother  (whom  He  knew  would 
willingly  have  died  in  His  stead).  So,  in 
this  supreme  moment  of  suffering  He 
lovingly  committed  her  to  the  care  of  His 
beloved  disciple,  for,  looking  at  John,  He 
said  with  great  compassion  in  His  voice, 
"  Behold  your  mother."  Therefore,  young- 
men  and  young  women,  do  not  think  that 
when  you  have  reached  maturity,  and  have 
your  own  homes  and  home  problems  that 
you  need  no  longer  be  concerned  about  your 
parents  and  leave  them  in  their  old  age  to 
battle  alone.  I  pray  you  not  to  do  this. 
Do  not  add  to  your  mother's  burdens  by 
neglect  or  unkindness  when  she  is  bowed 
down  by  the  weight  of  years  ;  but  bear  in 
mind  how  she  nurtured  you  through  your 
childhood,  when  you  were  helpless,  how  ten- 
derly she  nursed  you  in  sickness  and  soothed 
you  in  sorrow,  making  all  your  little  cares 
her  own.    And  now  when  you  fail  to  achieve 
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some  object  or  you  are  in  trouble  or  distress, 
is  it  not  she  who  puts  new  hope  into  your 
heart  and  inspires  you  to  greater  endea- 
vours? And  how  her  loving  heart  swells 
with  pride  and  glows  with  gratitude  and  joy 
at  your  achievements,  and  aga'n,  how  her 
soul  is  touched  with  pain  and  sorrow  at  your 
failures  and  misfortunes. 

I  have  dealt  with  children  most  of  my  life, 
I  have  also  fathomed  the  depths  of  a 
mother's  love,  and  I  know  that  the  love  of 
a  true  mother  comes  nearer  to  the  love  of 
God  than  any  other  love.  I  also  know,  dear 
children,  that  a  true  mother  considers  her 
own  life  as  nothing  in  the  balance  in  com- 
parison with  the  life  of  her  child. 

Therefore,  you  young  men  and  you  young 
women,  if  you  honour  and  obey  your 
parents,  God  will  protect  you,  for  the  love 
your  mother  bears  you  will  be  a  defence  and 
a  barrier  between  you  and  sin.  And  if 
through  disobedience  you  should  fall  into 
sin,  just  think  how  her  heart  would  be 
wrung  with  pain  and  sorrow  and  pity  for 
one  she  loves  far  better  than  her  life. 

If  you  therefore  consider  all  your  mother 
means  to  you  and  how  important  a  part  she 
plays  in  your  life,  do  you  not  think  it  is 
worth  your  while  to  help  her  in  her  earnest 
endeavours  by  always  doing  your  very  best 
whether  at  school,  at  business,  at  home  or 
at  your  play?  Do  your  best  to  choose  the 
path  she  is  trying  so  hard  to  point  out  to 
you.  That  path,  no  doubt,  would  appear 
to  your  youthful  eyes,  barren  and  void  of 
adventures  and  worldly  pleasures.  You 
may  also  find  it  steep  and  narrow  but  it  is 
the  path  that  leads  to  the  heights  above,  the 
path  that  leads  to  life  everlasting.  It  is 
the  straight  and  narrow  path. 

And  now,  before  closing,  I  would  say  a 
few  words  to  you,  dear  mothers,  for  "  with 
you  rests  the  mighty  duty  and  the  privilege 
to  bring  forth  into  mortality  those  eternal 
spirit  beings,  who  are  awaiting  the  pro- 
gression to  be  gained  only  through  the 
possession  of  mortal  life." 

Dear  sisters,  it  is  a  great  responsibility 
that  has  been  imposed  upon  us,  and  we  dare 
not  thrust  it  aside.  We,  and  we  alone,  will 
be  held  accountable  for  every  spirit -being 
that  we  beckon  into  life,  and  if  we  neglect 
our  duty,  the  sins  of  these  our  children  will 
be  visited  upon  our  heads.     "  The  child  left 


to  himself  (says  the  proverb)  bringeth  his 
mother  to  shame." 

We  dare  not  therefore  neglect  our 
children  in  any  way,  nor  trust  their  training 
to  any  one  else,  for  if  through  our  negli- 
gence or  indifferenc  they  should  fall  into 
sin,  then  as  surely  as  the  Lord  has  said  it, 
their  sins  shall  be  visited  upon  our  heads. 
Neither  dare  we  shirk  motherhood,  as  so 
many  are  doing  to-day,  for  at  the  founda- 
tion of  every  happy  home  and  every  happy 
prosperous  nation  is  found  a  true,  dutiful, 
prayerful  mother.  Yet  it  truly  makes  us 
shudder  to  think  of  the  future  that  now 
awaits  our  children.  No  youth  in  the 
annals  of  all  time  has  ever  been  called  upon 
to  Tace  so  terrible  a  future.  For  have  we 
not  reason  to  expect  that  the  appalling 
tragedy  that  now  shakes  the  whole  civilized 
world  to  its  very  foundation,  will  unchain 
revolutionary  powers  on  a  world-wide  scale? 

What  will  the  economic  state  of  the  world 
be  after  the  reckless  destruction  that  has, 
and  is  still  taking  place?  And  how  our 

hearts  shrink  within  us  when  we  consider 
the  spiritual  decay  which  is  bound  to  be 
the  result  of  the  bestial  passions  which  in 
mqst  countries  to-day  are  quite  unbridled. 
In  view  of  these  terrible  conditions  we  can 
conceive  some  vague  idea  of  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  mighty  challenge  that  awaits 
our  youth.  So,  dear  fathers  and  dear 
mothers,  we  are  called  upon,  now  more  than 
ever,  to  put  forth  mighty  efforts  to  prepare 
our  children  for  the  future  that  awaits  them, 
and  God  forbid  that  we  should  be  found 
wanting. 

God  grant  that  we  mothers  may  so  con- 
duct our  lives  that  when  we  have  gone  be- 
yond the  veil  our  sons  and  daughters  may 
bless  us,  and  that  with  Abraham  Lincoln 
they  too  may  say:  "  All  that  I  am  or  ever 
hope  to  be,  I  owe  to  my  angel  mother?  ' 

May  God  bless  every  mother  present  here 
this  afternoon  is  my  earnest  prayer,  and  I 
do  it  in  deepest  humility,  and  in  Jesus  name. 
Amen. 

□   Q  

Never  forget  that  the  true  way  to  be 
happy  is  to  do  something  to  add  to  other's 
happiness.  Try  to  forget  self,  and  joy  here 
and  hereafter  will  come  to  you. 

— Heber  J.   Grant. 
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HEROIC   H EG  IRA 

By  PROFESSOR  J.  E.  HICKMAN 


EDITOR'S  NOTE.— The  following  is 
taken  from  a  radio  address  delivered  in 
1920.  Though   the   address    was   once 

published  in  "  Liahona,"  we  feel  justi- 
fied in  reproducing  these  excerpts. 


THE  banishment  of  the  Mormon  people 
has  often  been  told,  so  I  will  need  only 
to  reiterate  a  few  leading  events  to  illustrate 
the  dark  night  of  their  persecutions  and  the 
woes  that  followed. 

They  were  to  go  to  a  land  of  lean  want, 
gaunt  hunger,  torturing  thirst,  where  deep 
skies  poured  their  livid  heat  with  savage 
fury  over  the  land.  It  was  a  place  where 
nature  had  sickened,  withered  or  died.  But 
struggling  in  such  a  desert  they  became 
super-men  and  super-women.  The  bridges 
of  hope  were  burned  behind  them.  The 

future  and  the  desert  were  their  only  outlet. 
So  they  made  the  desert  their  altar  while 
they  fed  at  famine's  table.  They  toiled 

with  naked  hands  on  the  barren  rocks  of 
necessity.  They  slept  in  the  valleys  which 
had  been  held  under  the  spell  of  desolation 
through  the  centuries  of  forgotten  ages. 
Refined  in  the  crucible  of  affliction  and  puri- 
fied on  the  gridirons  of  the  desert,  this 
banished  people  redeemed  the  waste  places 
and  the  earth  was  gladdened  by  their 
coming.  The  sterile  wastes  were  slowly 

turned  into  gardens  of  Hesperides.  The 
silence  of  the  ages  broke  into  song.  The 
brooding  stillnss  changed  into  the  hum  of 
the  myriad  wheels  of  industry.  The  wig- 
wam gave  place  to  villages  and  cities.  The 
savage's  war-whoop  was  transmitted  into 
the  eloquence  of  the  orator.  This  was  the 
land  to  which  my  ancestors  trekked  twelve 
hundred  miles. 

At  the  beginning  of  that  journey  while 
straining  every  nerve  for  the  matchless  trek, 
the  President  of  the  United  States  sent  a 
messenger  to  ask  Brigham  Young  for  500 
able-bodied  young  men  to  enter  the  army 
and  march  against  Mexico,  for  war  had  just 
been  declared  against  that  nation.  Remem- 
ber that  two  states  of  this  nation  had  thrust 
this    people    from    their    borders    while    the 


entire  nation  looked  on  in  silent  indifference. 
Remember  this  people  were  preparing  to 
make  the  matchless  flight  of  the  ages. 
Remember  they  were  to  seek  friendship  of 
the  Savage  and  the  Desert.  But  it  was 
their  country  calling  and  the  people  forgot 
their  wrongs  and  answered  their  country's 
call.  Match  if  you  can  in  all  the  annals 
of  history — ancient  or  modern — this  example 
of  patriotism. 

While  these  volunteer  soldiers  were 
making  the  longest  march  and  in  the 
shortest  time  of  any  military  feat,  their 
wives,  mothers  and  sweethearts  drove  their 
own  teams  across  the  trackless  waste  of 
America.  I  have  been  told  from  lips  of 

aged  veterans  that  when  they  were  ex- 
hausted and  could  go  no  farther  there  on 
the  sandy  wastes  they  knelt  bare-headed, 
bare-footed,  and  in  their  tattered  clothing, 
asked  your  God  and  my  God  for  assistance 
and  on  arising  their  weariness  was  gone. 

Many  had  neither  wagons  nor  teams  so 
they  made  hand-carts  and  men  and  women 
pulled  these  carts  across  America's  un- 
chartered wilderness.  When  the  winter 
snows  barred  their  way,  men,  women  and 
even  children  walked  bare-footed  in  deep 
snows  for  days.  In  some  companies  in  the 
last  days  of  their  suffering  they  had  only 
two  ounces  of  flour  a  dav  for  each  person. 
I  was  told  by  a  lady,  who  in  that  desolating 
hour— she  was  but  a  child  of  ten — that  when 
on  the  plains  of  Nebraska,  over  four  hun- 
dred miles  from  the  Salt  Lake  City,  and  the 
snow  had  fallen  from  twelve  to  eighteen 
inches  deep,  that  her  father  was  throwing 
out  from  the  hand-cart  everything  except 
their  scanty  food  and  bedding.  He  had 
thrown  out  a  little  foot-tub.  She  said, 
Father,  do  not  throw  that  away  for  mother 
gave  it  to  me  to  remember  her  by."  Her 
mother  had  died  on  the  plains  some  six 
weeks  before.  The  father  replied  that  he 
would  not,  only  everything  must  be  rejected 
except  the  barest  necessities.  "  For,"  said 
he,  "  we  must  make  every  effort  to  get  to 
('Continued  on  page  112.) 
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SUNDAY    SCHOOL   SACRAMENT   GEM   AND 
CONCERT     RECITATIONS     FOR    JULY,    1943 

SACRAMENT    GEM. 

Help  us,  O  God,  to  realize 

The  great  atoning   sacrifice ; 
The  gift  of  Thy   Beloved  Son, 

The   Prince  of   Life,   the   Holy  One. 

GOSPEL  DOCTRINE. 

"...  pray  to  thy  Father  which  is  in  secret,  and   thy    Father   which    seeth    in    secret   shall 
reward  thee  openly." — Matthew,  Chapter  6,  verse  6. 


GOSPEL   MESSAGE. 

"  And  whether  one  member  suffer,   all  the  members    suffer    with    it;    or    one    member    be 
honoured,  all  the  members  rejoice  with  it." — First  Corinthians,   Chapter  12,   verse  26. 


SENIORS. 

"  Though  he  were  a  Son,  yet  learned  he  obedience  by  the  things  which  he  suffered." 

— Hebrews,  Chapter  5,  verse  8. 


JUNIORS. 

"  No  man 'can  serve  two  masters:  for  either  he  will  hate  the  one,   and  love  the  other;  or 
else  he  will  hold  to  the  one,  and  despise  the  other.       Ye  cannot  serve  God  and  mammon." 

— Matthew,   Chapter  6,  verse  24. 

INTERMEDIATE    CLASSES. 

"  Blessed  are  the  peacemakers;  for  they  shall  be  called  the  children  of  God." 

— Matthew,   Chapter  5,  verse  9. 

PRIMARY. 

"  Jesus  loved  the  little  children, 
Took  them  gently  on  His  knee 
And  He  blessed  them  kindly,  saying 
'  Suffer  these  to  come  to  me  '." 


KINDERGARTEN. 

"  And  if  I   try  to  follow 
His  footsteps  here  below, 
He  never  will  forget  me 
Because  He  loves  me  so." 
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BRANCH    TEACHERS9    MESSAGE    FOR 

JULY,  1943 

"BE  YE  CLEAN" 
M 

1   ■  ORAL  conditions  in  the  world  are  serious. 

Young  people,  especially,  need  guidance  on  moral  questions  to  a  greater  extent  than  at 
any  time  in  the  history  of  the  human  race.  Never  before  have  so  many  influences  been  at 
work  to  destroy  the  very  souls  of  men. 

Teaching  of  many  prominent  persons,  suggestions  in  some  motion  pictures  and  articles  in 
certain  types  of  magazines  and  newspapers,  and  in  books,  are  giving  many  young  people 
false  standards  of  morality. 

The  adversary  is  apparently  making  every  possible  effort  to  lead  young  people  into 
immorality  and  unchastity,  one  of  the  surest  means  of  leading  them  into  apostasy  and 
condemnation. 

Young  people,  as  a  rule,  are  anxious  to  do  what  is  right ;  but  with  so  many  influences  at 
work  to  lead  them  astray,  they  need  counsel  and  advice.  The)-  need   warning  of  the  far- 

reaching   effects   and   serious   consequences   of  immorality. 

President  Joseph  F.  Smith,  in  an  article  entitled  "  Unchastity,  the  Dominant  Evil  of  the 
Age,"  wrote:  "  No  more  loathsome  cancer  disfigures  the  body  and  soul  of  society  to-day. 
...  It  skulks  through  the  land  in  blasphemous  defiance  of  the  laws  of  God  and  of  man. 
Whether  openly  known  or  partly  concealed  under  the  cloak  of  guilty  secrecy,  the  results  arc 
potent  in  evil  influence." 

An  excerpt  from  the  "  Message  of  the  First  Presidency,"  delivered  to  the  Saints  during 
the  April,  1942,  General  Conference  of  the  Church,  states:  "  Sexual  purity  is  youth's  most 
precious  possession  ;  it  is  the  foundation  of  all  righteousness.  Better  dead,  clean,  than 
alive,   unclean." 

The  gospel  teaches  a  definite  standard  of  morality.  This   standard    is   binding   upon    all 

members,  old  or  young,  male  or  female.  It  is  the  standard  of  personal  purity  and  strict 
chastity.  The  gospel  teaches  us  to  be  clean  and  pure  in  our  thoughts  and  actions.  This 
message  should  permeate  the  homes  of  Latter-day  Saints  and  be  the  burden  of  moral  teach- 
ings in  all  Latter-day  Saint  institutions. 


JOY— A   PARABLE 

BILLIE  and  Jackie  had  been  real  good 
boys  all  day.  They  had  not  been  in 
any  mischief.  They  had  not  had  any 
fights.  Moreover,  they  had  graciously  done 
everything  mama  had  asked  them  to  do. 

So  when  the  shadows  of  evening  com- 
menced to  fall  mama  called  them  into  her 
room  and  said  to  them  : 

"  You  have  been  jolly  good  boys  all  day 
long.  I  am  going  to  give  each  of  you  a 
present.  Here   is  a  quarter  for  each  of 

you." 

The  little  fellows  gleefully  left  the  house 
and  went  to  the  corner  drug  store.  Jackie,, 
true  to  his  disposition  to  want  his  pleasures 
right   now,    bought   cream   cones.  Billie, 

who  was  inclined  to  think  of  the  after  con- 


By   NEPHI  JENSEN,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

sequences  of  his  acts,  purchased  a  story 
book. 

The  next  day  Billie  was  seen  seated  in  an 
easy  chair,  enraptured  with  his  story  book 
as  he  thrilled  to  a  second  reading  of  it. 

Jackie  happened  along.  When  he  saw 
Billie's  enchantment,  he  became  rather  sad 
and  remarked  to  his  mother,  "  I  wish  I  had 
bought  a  story  book  instead  of  cream 
cones. " 

Life  is  just  like  that.  Most  people  choose 
the  shallow  pleasures  of  life  and  when  they 
reach  the  end  of  life's  winding  way  sadly 
remark:  "  I  wish  I  had  chosen  the  sweet, 
enduring  joys  of  the  spirit  that  become 
deeper  and  sweeter  as  we  approach  the 
perfect  day." 
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UTAH'S     FIRST    JULY     24th 
CELEBRATION 

By  HAROLD  H.  JENSON 

Historian,  Sons  of  Utah  Pioneers 


HISTORY  repeating  itself  is  particularly 
true  of  Pioneer  celebrations  staged 
July  24th,  honouring  the  arrival  of  Presi- 
dent Brigham  Young  and  his  band  of  one 
hundred  forty-two  men,  three  women  and 
two  children  who  on  this  day  in  1847  came 
into  the  Great  Salt  Lake  Valley. 

The  first  winter  was  a  mild  one,  and  when 
July  '24,  1848,  came,  the  day  went  un- 
heralded. On  August  10  of  that  year,  his- 
tory records  that  a  harvest  feast  was  held 
and  the  Saints  gave  thanks  for  the  raising 
of  corn,  wheat,  oats,  and  barley.  Although 
Jim  Bridger  had  offered  a  thousand  dollars 
for  the  first  grain  that  could  be  raised,  this 
wager  never  was  paid.  The  winter  of  1848 
was  a  hard  one,  but  by  this  time  the  Saints 
were  prepared. 

On  Tuesday,  July  24,  1849,  the  first  actual 
Pioneer  Day  celebration  was  held  and  from 
Journal  History,  on  file  at  the  Historian's 
Office,  we  read  : 

Being  the  anniversary  of  the  entrance 
of  the  pioneers  into  the  Valley,  the  in- 
habitants were  awakened  by  the  firing  of 
nine  rounds  of  artillery,  accompanied  by 
martial  music.  The  brass  and  martial 
bands  were  then  "  carried  in  two  carri- 
ages "  through  the  city  playing  alter- 
nately and  returning  to  the  bowery  by  7 
o'clock.  (The  bowery  was  an  outdoo- 
structure  of  poles  with  boughs  atop 
making  a  shelter  from  the  sun  on  what 
is  now  the  tabernacle  block.  The  bowery 
was  a  building  100  feet  long  and  60'  feet 
wide,  built  on  104  posts  and  covered  with 
boards,  but  for  the  services  on  this  day 
a  canopy  or  awning  was  extended  about 
100  feet  from  each  side  of  the  bowery  to 
accommodate  the  vast  multitude  at 
dinner.) 

At  7.30  a  large  national  flag,  measuring 
65  feet  in  length  was  unfurled  at  the  top 
of  the  Liberty  Pole,  which  was  104  feet 
high  and  was  saluted  with  the  firing  of 


six  guns,  the  ringing  of  the  Nauvoo  bell, 
and  spirit  stirring  airs  from  the  band.    By 
8   o'clock    the   multitude   were   called   to- 
gether by  the  firing  of  six  guns  and  by 
music,   the  bishops  of  the  several  wards 
arranging   themselves  in  the  sides  of  the 
aisle,  with  the  banners  of  their  wards  un- 
furled,    each    bearing    some    appropriate 
inscription.        At    a    quarter    past    8    the 
Presidency  of  the  Stake,  the  Twelve,  and 
the  bands  went  to  prepare  the  escort  .  .  . 
at    President    Young's    house,    under    the 
direction  of  Lorenzo  Snow,   Jedediah   M. 
Grant,  and  Franklin  D.   Richards. 
Then  followed  a  detailed  description  of  the 
first  parade  which  has  been  briefed  :  Horace 
S.    Eldridge  was   marshal   on   horseback   in 
military    uniform.         Then    came    a    brass 
band  and  a  martial  band.       Twelve  bishops 
followed    bearing    banners    of    their    wards, 
followed  by  twenty -four  young  men  dressed 
in   white,   with   white  scarfs   on   their   right 
shoulders  and  coronets  on  their  heads,  each 
carrying  on  their  right  hands  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence  of  the   United  States 
and  swords  sheathed  in  their  left  hands,  one 
of   them   carrying   a   beautiful   banner   with 
"  The  Lion  of  the  Lord  "   inscribed  there- 
on.    Then  came  twenty-four  young  women, 
dressed  in  white,  with  white  scarfs  on  their 
right  shoulders  and  a  wreath  of  white  roses 
on  their  heads,  each  carrying  the  Bible  and 
Book  of  Mormon,   and  one  bearing  a  very 
neat   banner   blazoned    with    "  Hail   to  our 
Chieftain."       The  general  authorities  of  the 
Church    followed.         Twenty-four    "  Silver 
Grey's  "*   led   by   Isaac   Morley,    patriarch, 
each  having  a  staff  painted  red  on  the  upper 
part  and  a  branch  of  white  ribbon  fastened 
at  the  top,  one  of  them  carrying  a  flag  and 
the  inscription  "  Liberty  and  Truth."     The 
procession  started  at  nine  o'clock,   and  the 
young  men  and  young  women  sang  a  hymn 
1A  company  of  the  Nauvoo  Legion  composed 
of  men  over  fifty  years  of  age. 
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through  the  streets,  the  cannons  kept  up  a 
continual  roar,  musketry  rolled,  the  JNauvoo 
bell  pealed  forth  its  silvery  notes,  and  the 
air  was  filled  with  sweet  strains  of  the  brass 
band  playing  a  slow  march. 

The  programme  given  in  the  bowery 
started  after  the  procession  arrived  there 
and  loud  shouts  of  "  Hosannah  to  God  and 
the  Lamb  "  made  the  air  reverberate. 
Presidents  Young,  Kimball,  and  Richards, 
John  Smith,  Newell  K.  Whitney,  and 
Thomas  Bullock  proceeded  down  the  aisie 
and  loud  cheers  were  given  with  a  "  Hail 
to  the  Governor  of  Deseret."  After  a 
hymn  of  praise,  Erastus  Snow  offered  the 
prayer  of  thanksgiving.  Richard  Ballan- 
tyne  (who  later  founded  the  Sunday  School, 
and  was  one  of  the  twenty-four  young  men) 
then  came  forward  and  in  a  neat  speech 
presenting  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
and  Constitution  of  the  United  States  to 
President  Young,  which  was  received  by 
three  "  deafening  shouts  "  led  by  President 
Young  of  "  May  it  live  for  ever  and  ever." 
The  Declaration  of  Independence  was  then 
read  by  Erastus  Snow.  Mr.  Bullock  read 
a  composition  of  Parley  P.  Pratt,  '*  The 
Mountain  Standard,"  which  was  sung  by 
the     young     ladies     and     men.  Phineas 

Richards  was  orator  of  the  day  and  con- 
gratulated President  Young  on  the  anni- 
versary, reading  "  Ode  to  Liberty,"  which 
was  also  put  to  music  and  sung  by  the 
young  singers.  John  Young  was  called  to 
the  stand  and  with  C.  C.  Rich  spoke  briefly, 
the  latter  reviewing  the  entrance  of  the 
Pioneers  into  the  valley.  Heber  C.  Kimball 
and  President  Young  then  spoke.  The 
latter  rejoiced  with  these  words,  given  only 
in  part : 

It  is  two  years  ago  this  day  since  I 
arrived  in  this  valley.  .  .  .  Orson  Pratt 
and  Dr.  Richards  with  a  great  number  of 
others  had  been  cutting  the  roads  through 
the  kanyons  (note  canyon  spelt  with 
"  k  "),  while  I  was  sick  on  Weber  river; 
I  met  with  them  there  between  4  and  5 
in  the  afternoon  and  now  we  commemo- 
rate this  day.  .  .  .  Two  years  ago  many 
of  the  oldest,  whitest  headed  men  now 
before  me,  and  some  of  the  young  men, 
were  bearing  the  flag  of  the  United  States 
triumphantly  through  the  States  of 
Mexico.    .   .   .   Mr.    Kimball  has  predicted 


there  would  be  pestilence,  war,  distress, 
and  trouble;  it's  true,  gentlemen;  it's 
even  at  the  door  of  the  nations  of  the 
earth ;  there'  is  the  rapping  at  the  door 
and  there  is  one  foot  in  at  the  present 
moment.  It  is  Mormonism  that  has 
brought  us  here.  .  .  .  Why  do  we  not 
celebrate  the  4th  of  July?  The  Declara- 
tion of  Independence  is  just  as  precious 
to  me  to-day  as  it  was  twenty  days  ago. 
Has  it  not  the  same  validity  that  it  had 
in  1776,  is  it  not  as  good  to-day  as  it 
was  twenty  days  ago?  We  choose  this 
day  that  we  might  have  a  little  bread  on 
our  tables.  To-day  we  can  see  the 
bread,  cucumbers,  and  beets,  that  we 
could  not  have  seen  twenty  days  ago. 
Inasmuch  as  there  are  some  strangers  in 
our  midst,  I  want  you  to  give  them  their 
dinner,-  for  they  rejoice  to  see  us  happy, 
and  I  say  they  are  welcome,  heartily 
welcome. 

W.  W.  Phelps  told  a  story,  followed  by 
band  music,  after  which  there  was  an 
hour's  intermission.  Brother  Grant  re- 
quested all  bishops  to  gather  their  inhabi- 
tants and  march  with  them  to  the  dinner 
tables.  Several  thousand  Saints  "  dined 

sumptuously  "  on  the  fruits  of  the  earth, 
produced  by  their  own  hands,  and  several 
hundreds  of  the  emigrants  who  were  in  the 
valley  were  guests  of  honour.  A  company 
who  came  in  during  the  dinner  were  dis- 
mounted, placed  at  one  of  the  tables,  and 
astonished  at  the  warmth  of  the  reception. 
There  were  two  or  three  score  of  Indians 
present. 

At  3.15  the  band  again  led  the  procession 
around  the  vast  assemblage  singing  son.'gs, 
and  then  meeting  commenced  ag?*"in  with 
J.  M.  Grant  speaking,  following  a  number 
by  the  choir.  W.   W7.    Phelps    then   read 

twenty-four  toasts  given  by  the  twenty-four 
bishops  (on  record),  and  at  the;  conclusion 
an  impromptu  toast  was  forwarded  to  the 
stand  by  Eliza  R.  Snow.  Following  a 
number  by  the  band,  John  Kay  sang  Irish 
humourous  songs.  Parley  P.  Pratt  closed 
the  day's  speeches  with  an  eloquent  plea  for 
religious  freedom.  President  Young  again 
spoke  very  briefly  giving  his  blessing. 
Following  "  Home  Sweet  Home  "  the  con- 
gregation arose  and  was  dismissed  by  John 
Taylor. 
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As  a  footnote,  it  is  recorded  "  not  an 
oath  was  uttered,  not  a  man  intoxicated,  not 
a  disturbance  or  jar  occurred  to  mar  the 
union,  peace,  and  harmony  of  the  day." 

From  The  Improvement  Era. 

Heroic  Hegira. — From  page  107. 
the  Rocky  Mountains."  She  said,  "Father, 
let  me  keep  the  tub,  and  I  will  carry  it  the 
rest  of  the  way."  Then,  not  waiting  for 
a  reply,  she  picked  it  up  and  ran  ahead. 
For  many  days  she  walked  bare -footed  in 
the  deep  snow  and  often  when  she  could  get 
ahead  of  the  carts  she  would  set  the  tub 
down  and  stand  in  it  to  warm  her  feet. 
What  a  sumptuous  warming  apartment  that 
must  have  been  to  that  freezing,  starving 
child ! 

Picture,  if  you  can,  that  banished  peop'.e 
upon  those  plains :  mothers  stripping  off 
their  clothes  to  wrap  about  their  perishing 
little  ones.  The  story  of  their  sufferings, 
though  often  attempted,  is  still  untold.  The 
tragedy  defies  tongue  or  pen.  I  shall  draw 
the  veil. 

Stand  with  me  on  the  western  slopes  of 
the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  behold  the 
prophetic  entrance  of  the  vanguard  of  these 
pioneers,  while  they  descend  the  rocky 
defiles.  As  they  halt  we  hear  their  leader 
say,  "  This  is  the  Place."  Then  not  wait- 
ing to  shake  the  accumulated  dust  of  a 
thousand  miles  from  their  shoulders,  they 
stand  face  to  face  and  with  uplifted  hands 
vote  to  forgive  all  men  who  had  injured 
them.  There  is  only  one  other  event  that 
rises  above  this  :  it  comes  from  the  cross — 
from  dying  lips  of  agony,  "  Father,  forgive 
tn»f\m,  they  know  not  what  they  do." 

History  records  no  hegira.  more  heroic  or 
more  pathetic  than  the  banishment  of  the 
Mormon  people.  This  hegira  shall  cast  a 
halo  over  the  exodus  of  this  people  for  ail 
time  to  come. 

If  Ye  Are  Prepared  Ye  Shall   Not   Fear. — From 

page  104. 
and  certainly  in  the  outcome  of  the  Lord's 
plan  of  salvation.  We  must  repeat  with 
gladness  the  words  of  the  Lord,  "  Fear  not, 
let  your  hearts  be  comforted ;  yea,  rejoice 
evermore,  and  in  everything  give  thanks." 
— D.  and  C,  98:1'. 

Above  the  roar  of  cannon  and  airplane, 
the  manoeuvres  and  plans  of  men,  the  Lord 


always  determines  the  tide  of  battle.  So 
far  and  no  farther  does  He  permit  the  evil 
one  to  go  in  his  career  to  create  human 
misery.  The  Lord  is  ever  victorious  ;  He 
is  the  Master  to  whose  will  Satan  is  sub- 
ject. Though  all  hell  may  rage,  and  men 
may  follow  evil,  the  purposes  of  the  Lord 
will  not  fail.  The  God  of   Israel,   "  He 

slumbers  not  nor  sleeps."  It  is  well   to 

remember  the  admonition  of  old:  "  Be  still 
and  know  that  I  am  God." 

It  is  our  destiny  as  a  people  to  purify  the 
world ;  to  lead  men  from  evil  to  good  ;  to 
win  the  nations  to  the  realm  of  everlasting 
truth  ;  to  prepare  the  earth  for  the  coming 
of  the  Lord.  We  are  called  to  establish 
the  kingdom  of  God  on  earth.  If  we  accept 
our  mission  with  faith  and  the  courage  born 
of  faith,  the  Lord  will  make  us  victorious 
in  our  labours  in  his  cause.  Happiness  will 
wait  upon  us.  The  protection  of  heaven 
will  be  about  us.  At  this  time  in  our  his- 
tory, let  us  teach  as  never  before.  "  If  ye 
are  prepared,  ye  shall  not  fear." 

May  the  Lord  qualify  us  for  the  heavy 
duties  of  this  day  I  pray  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.       Amen. 

It  Was  For  Freedom. — From  page  102. 

spirit  of  Patrick  Henry  still  lives.  Latter- 
day  Saints  who  revere  the  lives  and  appre- 
ciate the  sacrifices  of  their  Pioneer  fathers 
stand  squarely  on  the  great  issue  of  the 
titanic  struggle  now  waging.  Near  two 
score  thousand  members  of  the  Church  are 
now  engaged  in  the  armed  force  and  defence 
service  of  our  country,  and  their  number  will 
grow  as  our  country's  needs  increase. 

May  He  who  first  ordained  that  men 
should  be  free,  prosper  the  cause  of  free- 
dom. May  we  who  are  fighting  for  liberty 
so  conform  our  lives  to  the  divine  will  that 
we  can  consistently  solicit  the  sustaining 
power  of  the  greatest  Defender  of  human 
liberty.  With  these  hopes  realized,  we 
shall  triumph  and  continue  to  be  free. 

E.L.M. 
From  Liahona  The  Elders'  Journal. 
s   h  

We  learn  wisdom  from  failure  much  more 
than  from  success.  We  often  discover  what 
will  do  by  finding  out  what  will  not  do ;  and 
probably  he  who  never  made  a  mistake 
never  made  a  discoverv. — Samuel  Smiles. 
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As  we  were  about  to  go  to  press,  we 
received  the  sad  news  that  Sister  Annie 
Katherine  van  Ryneveld,  of  Isipingo  Beach, 
had  passed  from  this  mortal  existence.  We 
have  not  yet  received  details.  Sister  van 
Ryneveld  was  a  very  faithful  member, 
a  sweeter,  dearer  soul  one  could  never  meet. 
She  was  born  on  the  21st  of  June,  1865, 
just  having  passed  her  78th  birthday.  She 
was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this  countrv,  her 
experiences  were  many  and  varied.  She 
was  baptized  a  member  of  the  Church  on 
the   22nd   of   October,    1922.  Since    her 

husband's  death  some  four  years  ago,  Sister 
van  Ryneveld  has  been  living  with  her 
daughters  At  the  time  of  her  death  she 
was  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  W.  L. 
Thomas,   of  Isipingo  Beach,   Natal.  We 

express  our  appreciation  to  the  family  for 
their  kind  and  considerate  care  of  their 
mother  and  our  sympathies  to  them  at  this 
time  of  sorrow. 


The  Transvaal  has  again  taken  the 
baptismal  honours.  On  the  20th  of  June 
the  following  were  admitted  to  the  Church 
through  the  waters  of  baptism.  We  con- 
gratulate them  and  extend  them  our  hand 
in  fellowship. 

Valmai  Eily  Middleton  Hubert,  the  wife 
of  Brother  Bernhardt  L.  Hubert,  of  the 
"  Ramah  "  Branch. 

Alice     Ramona     Brummer,     daughter     of 
Andrew      G.      Brummer,      of      "  Liahona 
Branch. 

Patricia   Irene  Hobley  Gibson  and   Hilar} 
Joan    Lees    Gibson,    daughters    of    Mr.    and 
Mrs.      William      Gibson,      of     "  Liahona 
Branch. 


Janet  Cowdery.  young  daughter  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Oliver  Cowdery,  of  Pre- 
toria, has  now  returned  to  her  home  after  a 
month  in  the  hospital  at  Germiston.  We 
pray  for  her  recovery. 

Congratulations  to  Sister  Lulu  Hayden. 
Sister  Hayden  was  married  to  Mr.  Douglas 
Rutledge  at  "  Ramah  "  by  District  Presi- 
dent Norman  G.  Muir  on  the  26th  of  June. 
We  wish  them   every  happiness. 

Sister  Frances  Duncan  and  two  children 
spent  a  holiday  in  Johannesburg.  They 
formallv  lived  in  Margate  and  are  now  at 
Durban. 


"  Ramah  "  Sunday  School  held  a  line 
picnie,  in  spite  of  ihe  cold  weather,  at 
Rhodes  Lark  on  Easter  Monday. 

The  "  Ramah  "  Gold  and  Green  Bail  was 
a  huge  success.  All  Branches  of  the 
Transvaal  District  were  represented. 

"  Liahona  "  Branch  is  making  a  deier- 
mined  drive  for  their  Building  Lund.  Con- 
gratulations and  the  very  best  of  luck  to 
you.  Their     first     concert     was     held     ac 

"  Ramah  "   on   the   11th  of  June. 

While  on  leave  from  his  business,  District 
President  and  Sister  Norman  G.  Muir  will 
visit  the  Heilbron  District  lor  genealogical 
information  and  will  also  visit  the  Saints 
and  lriends  in  the  Potchefstroom  and  West 
Rand  sections. 

The  "  Ramah  "  Branch  Presidency  gave 
a  dinner  in  honour  of  the  visiting  Saints, 
Brother  and  Sister  Heli  Jeuris  and  family, 
of  Angola,  on  the  9th  of  June.  Brother 
and  Sister  Escojedo  acted  as  interpreters. 
This  family  attended  Church  services  regu  - 
lariy  while  on  their  vacation  in  Johannes- 
burg. 

Brother  and  Sister  J.  A.  Botha,  of 
"  Liahona,"  spent  some  little  time  in  the 
Orange  Free  State,  recuperating  after  their 
,   sick  spell. 

Sister  Georgina  Spear,  of  "  Liahona," 
has  been  a  patient  in  the  hospital  where  she 
underwent  an  operation.  We  are  pleasd 
that  she  is  now  on  the  highroad  to  recovery. 

Sister  Anna  Sutherland,  wife  of  Brother 
Ken,  underwent  a  very  painful  and  serious 
operation  in  Johannesburg  and  had  an  eye 
removed.  It  is  reported  that  the  opera- 
tion was  successful  and  Sister  Sutherland 
is  recovering  as  well  as  can  be  expected. 
We  all  join  in  prayers  for  her  recovery. 

We  are  pleased  to  report  that  Brother 
Jacob  Schubach  is  improving  after  a  very 
long  sick  spell. 

The  Springs  Branch  and  other  Springs 
service  organizations  are  going  to  miss 
Sister  Cora  Futter.  She  has  left  that  sec- 
tion to  stay  with  her  daughter,  Sister  Muriel 
Dean,   at   East  London. 

Brother  Melvie  Jakins  has  recently  re- 
covered from  an  appendix  operation.  His 
home  is  in  Springs. 

Sister  Beryl  Wilson,  of  Springs,  and  their 


114 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN   MESSENGER. 


.  July,    1943. 


two  children,  will  spend  the  next  two  or 
three  months  in  East  London. 

Evidently  a  mild  epidemic  of  the  old  time 
'flu  has  been  rampant  with  a  few  of  our 
members  scattered  about  the  Mission.  In 
the  Cape,  Brother  Thomas  Wilson  has  had 
quite  a  severe  attack,  but  is  now  recovering. 
Several  others  in  the  Cape,  also  in  the 
Transvaal,  are  now  recovered. 

Our  hearty  congratulations  to  Branch 
President  and  Sister  Leslie  R.  Halse,  of 
Eerste  River,  on  the  arrival  of  another 
lovely  baby  girl.  Mother  and  child   are 

doing  very  well.  This  is  their  fourth 
daughter,  they  would  welcome  a  son  but 
wouldn't  take  a  million  for  any  one  of  their 
girls — we  don't  blame  them. 

Brother  Arthur  Gilberson,  of  the  Cape, 
had  an  enforced  rest  on  account  of  bad 
health,  during  June.  Sister  Kay  and  son 
Jackie  accompanied  Arthur  to  a  recreation 
farm  near  Somerset  West. 

The  Cumorah  Auxiliaries  held  a  success- 
ful, like  old  times,  concert  on  the  evening 
of  the  3rd  of  July.  They  had  three  one-act 
plays,  which  were  very  well  received. 

Our  congratulations  to  Sister  Patsy 
Smith,  of  Goodwood,  on  her  marriage  to 
Clifford  Frank  Allen  on  the  1st  of  July. 
They  were  married  at  "  Cumorah  "  by 
Mission  President  R.  E.  Folland.  Mr. 
Allen  is  with  the  Royal  Navy  stationed  at 
Wingfield.  His  home  is  in  Cornwall, 
England.  We  wish  them  every  happiness 
and  success. 

Mowbray  Primary  will  hold  a  bazaar  at 
"  Cumorah  "  on  the  10th  of  July. 

Sister  and  Mr.  C.  F.  Lloyd,  of  Durban, 
spent  their  vacation  visiting  Sister  Lloyd's 
father,  Brother  J.  J.  Jacobs,  and  other 
friends  in  Johannesburg. 

Brother  Andy  Fourie,  of  Alexander  Bay, 
made  a  quick  visit  to  his  parents  at  the  Cape 
during  the  latter  part  of  June. 

Brother  and  Sister  R.  K.  F.  Doller  and 
daughter  Mavis,  of  Port  Elizabeth,  spent  a 
week    in    Cape    Town    during    the    first    of 

July. 

Our  congratulations  to  Brother  and  Mrs. 
Francis  Fourie,  of  Cape  Town.  A  fine, 
big  son  was  born  to  them  on  the  i8th  of 
June.  Primary      Mother     and      "  Uncle 

Arvy  "  Fourie  are  very  proud  of  this 
another  grandchild. 


Sister  Vivian  Jakins  (wife  of  Brother 
Dick)  returned  to  the  Wvnbcrg  Military 
Hospital,  as  did  Brother  Albert  C.  Ninow, 
for  further  treatment.  Looks  almost  like  a 
put  up  job,  both  returned  the  same  day.  We 
pray  for  their  speedy  recovery. 

Brother  Dick  Jakins  has  now  been  trans- 
ferred back  to  Cape  Town.  We  hope  that 
he  will  stay  put  now  for  a  while — 
"  Cumorah  "   needs  him. 

Northern  Suburbs  Branch  President 
Edwin  Jakins,  has  now  moved  to  Saldanha 
Bay.  We  will  all  miss  him,  but  wish  him 
every  success  in  his  new  undertaking. 
Brother  Leslie  R.  Halse  will  carry  on  dur- 
ing his  absence. 

Port  Elizabeth  Branch  joined  in  a  celebra- 
tion of  Brother  Ernest  Doller's  twenty-first 
birthday  on  the  ioth  of  June,  at  Otto 
Doller's  home. 

Brother  E.  E.  Seeman,  of  Pretoria,  has 
now  been  transferred  to  Pondoland.  Sister 
Seeman  is  with  her  mother  at  Bethal.  The 
Pretoria  Branch  will  miss  Brother  Seeman, 
as  he  has  been  a  tower  of  strength  to  them 
while  stationed  at  Roberts  Heights. 
a   q  

SELF-RESPECT 

Wm.  H.  REEDER,  Jr. 

THE  great  poet  Shiller  wrote,  "  Every 
one  stamps  his  own  value  on  himself. 
Man  is  made  great  or  little  by  his  own  will." 
Man  is  the  noblest  work  of  God  !  Why 
shouldn't  he  have  respect  for  himself?  Who 
wants  anything  to  do  with  a  man  who  aban- 
dons himself?  No  laudable  or  worthy 
enterprise  issues  from  one  who  is  afraid. 

Self-respect  does  not  mean  that  one  be 
obtrusive  or  offensive,  but  that  one  have 
confidence,  initiative  and  resourcefulness 
and  be  undeterred  by  fear.  Self-knowledge, 
self-control  and  self-respect  lead  life  to 
great  achievements.  "  To  thine  own  self 
be  true,  and  it  will  follow  as  the  night  the 
day,  thou  canst  not  then  be  false  to  any 
man."  Sterne  puts  it  another  way,  "  To 
have  respect  for  ourselves  guides  our 
morals ;  and  to  have  deference  for  others 
governs  our  manners." 

Says  Montaigne,  "  I  care  not  so  much 
what  I  am  in  the  opinion  of  others  as  what 
I  am  in  my  own ;  I  would  be  rich  of  myself 
and  not  by  borrowing." 
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One  Down,  Two  Up. 
Sister  Halse:  "  It  must  be  nearly  time  to  get 
up." 

Brother  Hal.se:    "Why.   dear:-'" 
Sister  Halse:   "Baby's  fallen  asleep." 

□  Q 

My    Delinquent    Customers. 

TIjo  first  said:  "I'll  pay  you  on  Saturday 
night,   if  1   live."       He's  dead. 

The  second  said:  "I'll  see  you  have  it  sent 
to  you."        He's   gone   l>  ind. 

The  third  said:  "Ted.  I  will  pay  you  this 
week-end  or  go   to   hell."        He's   gone. 

□  □ 

Too  True,  Too  True. 

When  the  ardent  suitor  said  t  >  his  prospec- 
tive father-in-law,  "  II  ever  I  make  that  angel 
unhappy,    may    J    suffer  tortures  and " 

"  She'll  see  to  that,"   was  the  reply. 

□  □ 


l> 


So? 

there 


SOUP      on      the 


Customer 
menu  ?  " 

Waiter:   "There  was.   sir.  hut    I   wiped  it  off." 

□      D 

For  Value  Received. 
Personnel    Director:    "Have    you    any    refer- 
ences ?  " 

Applicant:      "Sure,      here's     the      letter — 'To 
whom   it  may  concern.     John   Jones   worked   for 
us  one  wreek  and  we're  satisfied.'  ' 
a    □ 

Inflation? 

Income  taxes  could  he  a   lot  worse.       Suppose 

we  had  to   pay   on    what  we   think    we're   worth! 

0    d 

Local   Instructions 

Murphy,  a  new  cavalry  recruit,  was  given  one 
of  the  worse  horses  in  the  troop. 

"  Remember,"  said  the  instructor.  "  No  one 
is   allowed   to    dismount   without    orders." 

The  horse  bucked  and  Murphy  went  over  his 
head. 

"  Murphy,"  yelled  the  instructor,  "  did  you 
have   order   to   dismount?  " 

"I  did." 

"  From  headquarters?  " 

"No;  from  hindquarters." 


No  Time   Lost.    Either. 
The  wristwatcfa  was  invented  by  a  Scotsman. 

A   Scotsman    always   hates   to   take   anything  out 
of  his  pocket. 

Q     □ 

Words  Fail. 

This    is    the    way    to    write   a    thoroughly    angry 

business    letter: 

"  Sir.  My  typist,  being  a  lady,  cannot  take 
down  what  I  think  of  you.  I.  being  a  gentle- 
man, cannot  write  it.       You,  being  neither,  can 

guess  it  all." 

□  □ 

Discernment. 

Alter  taking  an  immense  amount  of  trouble, 
the  Branch  President  succeeded  in  reconciling 
two  elderly  women  who  had  been  quarrelling  for 
years.  He    even    induced    them    to    meet    iiV  his 

home.  In  Ins  drawing  room  they  shook  hands. 
Alter  an  embarrassed  Silence  one  of  them  said: 
Well.  Mrs.  Tyler,  T  wish  you  all  you  wishes 
me." 

"An'  who's  saying  nasty  things  now?" 
snapped  Mrs.  Tyler. 

□  □ 

Lying  In  Wait. 

An  energetic  speaker  at  an  election  meeting 
lashed  himself  into  a  frenzy.  "  And  are  you  — 
honest,  hard  working  citizens  like  you— are  vmi. 
I    ask  again,   going  to  take  all   this  lying  down!'" 

"  No.'  shouted  a  voice  from  the  back  of  the 
hall.        "  The   reporters  are  tloing  that." 

□  □ 

Approximately    R  ght. 

Prosecutor:  "  Will  you  tell  the  jury  just  where 
the   defendant    was   milking   the   cow  ?  " 

Witness;  ••  Why.  I'd  say  just  a  little  back  of 
centre." 

□  D 

Caught! 

Teacher:  ".Jones,  can  you  tell  us  who  built 
the  Sphinx?  " 

Jones:  "I — I  did  know.  sir.  but  I've  for- 
gotten." 

Teacher:  "How  unfortunate — the  only  man 
living    who    ever    knew,    and    he    has    forgotten." 
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The  Mormon  Pioneers  Sought  Freedom 

Of  Worship 

K  I  INETY-SIX  years  have  come  ana  gone  since  the  Mormon  Pioneers  emerged  from 
*  ^  Emigration  Canyon.  This  was  the  advance  guard  of  the  Pioneer  movement  lo 
Utah.  For  600  miies  this  company  had  made  their  way  across  the  broad  plains,  and 
lor  400  miles  they  had  threaded  their  path  through  the  brush-covered  canyons  and  over 
the  rugged  mountains  to  this  valley.  Those  bronzed  and  travel-stained  men  and  women. 
standing  beside  their  canvas  covered  wagons,  saw  before  them  a  valley  rich  only  in 
possibilities,  a  valley  whose  hidden  resources  could  be  made  available  only  by  the  stern 
application  of  brawn  and  brain.  Nature  here  exacted  a  high  price  for  all  she  gave. 
To  wrest  from  this  barren  soil  a  subsistence  was  not  the  task  of  weaklings  nor  of 
adventures.  It  required  men  as  rugged  as  the  granite  hills  about  them,  men  of  sinew 
and  of  soul  fibre,  sustained  by  an  undaunted  faith  in  the  God  of  Heaven. 

Who  were  those  Mormon  Pioneers?  They  were  neither  fortune  seekers  nor  roman- 
tic adventurers.  They  were  sober-minded,  religious  men  of  high  purpose  and  of  fine 
extraction,  cherishing  the  conviction  that  God  had  revealed  anew  a  plan  that  would  save 
and  bless  the  world,  and  dedicating  their  lives  to  the  establishment  of  this  religious 
truth. 

Back  of  them  was  a  stirring  history.  The  cause  to  which  they  had  given  their 
allegiance  was  misunderstood  and  as  a  consequence  they  suffered  from  the  religious 
intolerance  of  that  time.  The  Church  was  organized  in  the  state  of  New  York  in 
1830.       The  first  gathering  was  at  Kirtland,   Ohio.  Here,   while  they  were  few  in 

numbers  and  poor  in  purse,  they  erected  a  temple  which  stands  to-day  chaste  and 
stately  in  appearance.  Under  the  pressure  of  persecution  they  abandoned  their  homes 
in  Ohio  and  moved  to  Independence,  Missouri,  where  they  planned  a  city  and  dedicated 
a  site  for  a  temple,  but  were  not  permitted  to  carry  to  completion  either  of  these 
plans.  From  there  they  were  driven  to  Far  West,  Missouri,  where  they  were  mobbed, 
some  murdered,  and  their  leaders  imprisoned ;  and  they  were  driven  from  the  state 
under   a  cruel   exterminating   edict.  In  the   spring  of   1839   they   went   to  Nauvoo, 

Illinois.  Here  in  six  short  years  they  transformed  a  bog  and  a  wilderness  into  fruit- 
ful fields  and  built  a  beautiful  city  of  2,000  inhabitants,  at  that  time  larger  than 
Chicago,  a  city  crowned  with  a  magnificent  temple.  Again  persecution  followed  them. 
On  June  27,  1844,  Joseph  Smith,  their  prophet  and  leader,  and  his  brother  Hyrum, 
while  in  Carthage  Jail,  were  martyred  by  a  mob.  This  persecution  culminated  in  the 
banishment  of  the  Saints  from  their  homes  in  Nauvoo,  forcing  them  into  the  western 
wilderness  under  the  most  cruel  circumstances.  Then  followed  their  matchless  journey 
westward. 

The  question  is  often  asked  why  these  Pioneers  were  willing  to  make  such  great 
sacrifice  for  their  religion  The  answer  to  this  question  is  found  in  the  faith  which 
they  had  in  its  divine  origin  in  the  hope  which  it  planted  in  their  hearts — the  inspiration 
it  gave  to  their  lives,  the  plan  which  it  offered  for  the  inspiration  and  happiness  of 
mankind. 

Why  did  they  come  to  this  barren  land?  The  motive  which  impelled  their  coming 
was  neither  a  search  for  gold  nor  conquest  of  territory.  Like  our  Pilgrim  fathers 
they  were  seeking  a  place  where  they  and  their  children  after  them  might  worship  un- 
molested Almighty  God  according  to  the  d'etates  of  their  conscience.  A  place  where 
they  might  enjoy  the  freedom  and  security  guaranteed  by  the  Constitution  which  they 
revered;  where  they  might  dwell  in  peace  under  the  folds  of  the  flag  which  their  fathers 
had  followed  in  battle,  to  them  the  best  flag  that  ever  waved  over  any  land  or  people 
— made  so  by  the  blood  and  tears  of  those  who  established  and  defended  it.  Those 
Mormon  Pioneers  believed  religiously  the  land  of  America  to  be  choice  above  all  other 
lands,  protected  by  divine  providence  against  tyranny  and  usurpation,  but  made  secure 
only  through  the  worship  of  God.  —Elder  Bryant  S.  Hinckley. 
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